
From: Robert Pyke [mailto:bobpyke@attglobal.net]  
Sent: Sunday, April 17, 2011 4:54 PM 
To: Isenberg, Phil@DeltaCouncil; Grindstaff, Joe@DeltaCouncil 
Subject: presentation on possible solutions? 
 

Phil, Joe, 
 
Tom Zuckerman has reported to me that Joe has expressed interest in his ten “Big Affordable 
Ideas” which include the notion of moving the export intakes to the Western Delta rather than 
the Northern Delta, as discussed in my Contra Costa Times Op‐Ed on Christmas Day and in my 
written comments on the first staff draft of the Delta Plan.  I would be happy to make a brief 
10‐15 minutes presentation at the next Council meeting on this subject along the lines shown in 
the attachment.  The presentation also covers Tom’s Big idea No. 9.  It is in fact a fragment of a 
longer presentation that I made to Restore the Delta in Stockton in March and that I am 
repeating in Rio Vista on May 4.  I believe that Joe correctly recognizes that this is an idea that is 
out there that must be considered in your development of the Delta Plan. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bob 
 
_______________________ 
Robert Pyke, Consulting Engineer 
1076 Carol Lane, No. 136 
Lafayette CA 94549 
925 323 7338 
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Two basic principles: 

 

• Extract more water during high flows and less 
or no water during low flows 

 

• Allow natural flows to pass through the Delta 
before any surplus flows are extracted 
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flood hydrograph and 
allow export pumping for 
a longer period of time 
during high flows. 
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1. Re-activate historic 
floodplain storage  in order to 
stretch out the flood 
hydrograph and allow export 
pumping for a longer period of 
time during high flows. 
 

2. Extract surplus flows 
somewhere in the Western 
Delta and construct much 
shorter tunnels to the 
vicinity of the Clifton Court 
Forebay. 

3. Construct additional 
temporary storage facilities in 
the vicinity of the Clifton 
Court Forebay. 4. Construct 

additional South of 
Delta storage. 





Thank you! 

I’d be happy to address easy 
questions. 
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